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Merry Month of May 
It is hard to believe we have now had a full year in 
an interregnum situation.  For some of us it seems 
a long time since we said farewell to Kimberly.  To 
others of us the twelve months have passed in a 
flash.  The Lay Team and the Vestry are grateful 
for everyone‟s support all through the year.  They 
are also very thankful to Reverend Canon Hugh 
Lee, the Reverend Peter Rice, the Reverend Paul 
Fletcher and all who have helped us with our 
services. 

Later in the month we welcome the Swift family 
when they move into the Rectory.  We are all 
looking forward immensely to Saturday 5th June 
when Andrew is formally introduced to Holy 
Trinity as our Priest by Bishop Mark of Moray, 
Ross and Caithness Diocese, on behalf of the 
Primus. 

Let us remember Andrew, Mary and the family in 
our prayers as they make preparations for the 
move north to be with us. 

 

Episcopal Election 

Argyll and The Isles Diocese 

The Preparatory Committee has reviewed 
Questionnaires from a number of nominees but 
decided it did not wish to interview any of those 
who had been nominated.  The Primus will be 
reporting on this situation to the Electoral Synod 
on May 13.  The Electoral Synod will then decide 
how to proceed under the terms of Canon 4. 

Let us continue to pray that the right person is 
called and chosen.  Let us also remember in our 
prayers all those involved in the process. 
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Post Easter Reflection 

Below is taken from a letter from Bishop Brian 
Smith, Bishop of Edinburgh for his own Diocesan 
Newsletter.  

Luke: 24.31 “Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognised him.” 
 
I begin my letter today with the above text, taken 
from the account, in Luke‟s Gospel, of the meeting 
of the disciples with Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
after the Resurrection. 
 
We all at some time ask ourselves the question as 
to what it is to be a Christian. We ask questions 
about what is at the heart of the Christian 
commitment, and what we must do to nourish, 
nurture and develop that faith. To ask such a 
question opens up a vast debate. It is a debate 
involving questions of theology, questions of 
lifestyle and questions of spirituality. In this letter I 
simply want to highlight one thing, indeed one 
word. 
 
Let me begin by putting the question in what might 
sound a rather tortuous way. Let me ask, “What is 
the fundamental characteristic of the mind or spirit of the 
person who believes in Jesus Christ?” In our Christian 
tradition there have been many ways in which 
people have sought to characterise the nature of 
Christian faith. Some have seen the root and 
defining characteristic of Christian faith as 
believing certain things to be true. On this view, 
to be a disciple of Christ is to believe certain things. 
These might be things about God, about Jesus, 
particularly matters expressed in our traditional 
Creeds. Assenting to these truths, because we have 
been convinced of them by reflection, by study and 
by the witness of others, is what makes us a 
Christian. Without such clear beliefs some would 
say, however virtuous and commendable a person 
may be, the person cannot be said to be a Christian. 
 
Others would argue differently and say that the 
traditional truths of the Christian religion are 
sometimes quite difficult to understand. 
Discipleship does not require a prior degree in 

theology! They would argue that what makes a 
Christian is a commitment, not an act of 
understanding, but an act of the will. By such an 
act we might commit ourselves to a particular 
lifestyle. Such a lifestyle would involve patterns of 
devotion and study. As we sought to live such a life, 
an understanding of the fundamental truths of 
Christianity might gently and gradually come to us 
and develop and grow over the years. What is 
important is the prior act of faith and commitment. 
Understanding comes and grows later. After all, 
the early disciples started to follow Jesus before 
they knew much about him. Their understanding 
about him came after that initial act. 
 
Yet others have been uneasy with either of those 
approaches. They would say that if you attend to 
the faith of the great prophets, say, in the Old 
Testament, what most significantly characterised 
them was not that they enunciated a clear 
understanding of the nature of God, nor was it the 
commitments seen in the ways in which they were 
living their lives. Both these were there. But most 
fundamentally they appeared as persons who were 
experiencing the events in which they were 
involved in a special way. They experienced and 
felt God at work in the world. It was the way they 
experienced the world, rather than what they expressed 
as beliefs, or how they acted in their lives, which was 
the clearest feature of their faith. 
 
Thus different emphases have been found in the 
answers people have given, over the years, to the 
question with which I began, “What is the 
fundamental characteristic of the mind or spirit of 
the person who believes in Christ?” Some have 
suggested that is it believing certain things. Some 
have suggested that it a commitment to a way of 
living. Some have suggested that it is experiencing the 
world as operating under the hands of God.  
 
Now I have simply put those on the table, in a 
criminally condensed way, and I say nothing new.  
However, there is another word that I would like 
us to consider alongside that trilogy. It is the word 
in my text - “They recognised him.” Consider the 
word “recognise.” 
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Is the person who has Christian faith a person who 
is enabled to recognise the presence of something 
in the world, where others would simply pass it by? 
The disciples on the road to Emmaus were led by 
reflection, by conversation and by consideration of 
the scriptures to be able to recognise something – the 
risen Christ. 
 
The capacity to recognise is something that arises 
for us in other areas of life as well. We can 
recognise fairness in our dealings one with another, 
even though it is often difficult to define exactly 
what fairness is. We can recognise beauty in many 
circumstances, but be unable either to define or to 
create it. In such moral or aesthetic areas we know 
what it is to seek to enrich and refine our „taste‟. 
We do it in conversation and by study and 
reflection with others. It involves the cultivation of 
a certain capacity of discernment. 
 
I am suggesting that there is something about the 
Christian faith that also involves a certain capacity 
for discernment. It is not the same as moral and 
aesthetic recognition, but ideas here can help us 
grasp what we are dealing with.  Within faith there 
is something we might call discernment, involving, 
for example, an ability to recognise the presence of 
Christ in other people. Such discernment does not 
mistake a public display of piety for the presence 
of a heart truly in touch with Christ. Neither does 
it ignore the quiet struggling spirit in the belief that 
it has nothing to contribute to a „confident‟ church. 
It recognises in unlikely places the heart that is 
turning towards its God. It does this, just as Jesus 
himself in the Gospels surprised his hearers, by 
pointing to examples of deep faith in places where 
the religious leaders of his time would never have 
recognised it. 
 
This capacity to recognise is something that can be 
nurtured by study, by prayer, by attention to the 
scriptures, by looking to the witness of saints and 
writers throughout the age, and by simple 
conversation one to another. The person of faith is 
a person who is committed to developing this 
capacity to recognise. 
 
The person of faith recognises things that may not 
be noticed by others. As our capacity to recognise 

increases, so too one begins to experience the 
world as a whole as operating under the hand of 
God. 
 
In talking about the faith in the way I have done, I 
am not saying that there are three (or even four) 
different ways of being a Christian, or four 
different faiths! Rather I am suggesting that there 
are different components in the life of faith. And I 
am suggesting that at this Eastertide it may be 
good that we should concentrate and reflect upon 
the story of Emmaus, and the fact that it was an act 
of recognition which was highlighted by St Luke. 
 
To those who like to hold things together, we 
might want to say that the disciples began their 
discipleship by a simple act of commitment. At points 
in the discipleship they began to understand and 
believe certain things about the Jesus with whom 
they walked and talked. After his death and 
resurrection, things changed. Matters were not so 
unambiguous to be seen. An act of recognition and 
discernment of the Christ, now more hidden in the 
world was required. But those who could recognise 
him in that world began to experience the world as 
the place where God‟s purpose was still indeed 
being worked out, and the call to share in that 
work and mission was heard by those who did so. 
 
© +Brian Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric de Saussure (1968) 
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From the Counting House 
 
This is your final reminder about your flowerpots.  
If you have put in a pound each week that will be 
£52 from last Pentecost.  Of course, we would be 
delighted to count more, if you have saved more. 

Anyone who still has money for the Diocesan lent 
Appeal should mark it accordingly and put it in the 
plate as soon as possible.  So far the Diocese has 
raised around £650 for the Diocese of Zanzibar, 
the companion dioceses of Argyll and The Isles. 

We are still waiting to hear back from our initial 
grant applications.  Let us hope that some funds 
are forthcoming and we can begin to restore our 
beautiful building for future generations. 

The Treasury Team 

 

The Dean 
The word is that the Dean‟s treatment is going as 
well as it can and he is managing to get home for 
weekends.  We continue to remember Dean 
Norman and his wife Barbara in our prayers. 

Rectory Clear Out 

We plan to have a clear out of all the things 
donated during the vacancy.  If you wish 
something back which you only lent, please tell 
Ann or Pauline or Maureen.  Otherwise, please 
come along and take anything that is there and 
leave a donation for the Appeal Fund.  A list is 
being circulated.  The clear out will be Saturday 
8th May from 10.00am till 12 noon. 

After that, all remaining items will be disposed of. 
There is a plan to clean the Rectory finally that day 
ready for the carpet cleaning and fitting of the new 
hall and stair carpet.  Do help if you can. 

The Wider Church 

A sermon preached by the Very 
Reverend Kelvin Holdsworth, Provost of 
St. Mary’s Cathedral after the 
Consecration of the new Bishop of 
Glasgow. 

On Friday evening, this place was packed full with 
guests for the consecration of a new bishop. People had 
come from all over the diocese and indeed from right 
across the world to celebrate the ordination of Gregor 
Duncan as a new bishop. Not any old bishop either. 
Our bishop for us, here in this place. And its here in 
this building that he was enthroned in his cathedra, the 
ornate and I suspect deeply uncomfortable seat which is 
up by the High Altar – the seat of the bishop and the 
throne which allows us to be known as a Cathedral 
church. 

At the key moment in the service, the other bishops 
present came forward and laid hands on Gregor in 
prayer. 

And I want to begin this morning with the very words 
which were prayed at that point in the service, for they 
connect us directly with the gospel which we have just 
heard about sheep and shepherds. 

As the bishops all reached out their hands, the Primus 
prayed:  

“Grant Gregor authority to shepherd your flock; in the 
name of Christ the one High Priest to offer the gifts of 
your holy church; to forgive sins as you command, to 
order ministries as you direct, and, by that power which 
you gave to your apostles, to loose the bonds of 
wickedness and let the oppressed go free.” 

The image of a shepherd is so central to us that even in 
urban Glasgow, where we might think more about 
herding the traffic or the people on Great Western 
Road, it is an ovine image (pertaining to sheep) which 
we have at the heart of our leadership structure still. 

When you make someone a bishop, there are lots of 
symbols involved. Some of them are obvious, like the 
pectoral cross that they wear on their breast. Some are 
more subtle like the ring that they wear which shows 
them wedded both to Christ and to the diocese. Some 
are dangerously comic for in the Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church the one thing we all agree on is that 
bishops must wear funny hats. 
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But the symbol that struck me very much on Friday 
evening was something that was not given to Gregor to 
keep but handed on to him to hold for the time he is 
our bishop. 

It was the pastoral staff, the crozier which bishops carry 
which again connects them directly to the shepherd 
leadership which Jesus talked about. 

The last time I saw the diocesan staff it was in Bishop 
Idris‟s hands and he laid it on the altar here when he 
retired. On Friday, the Primus carried it in, symbolising 
the fact that he has been our bishop for the last few 
months and then he passed it on. Physically put it into 
Gregor‟s hand. 

In the western church, bishops carry a pastoral staff 
with a curly crook on the end of it. I‟m told that is to 
symbolise being able to reach for a young lamb in 
trouble. Being able to use the hooked end to rescue is 
quite a potent image. 

However, in much of the Eastern church there is no 
curly hook to the bishop‟s staff. There it is just a stick 
which reminds us that shepherd in the middle east had 
a stick to see off predators. All that came between the 
sheep and the wolves was a young shepherd with a stick 
and some stones.  And that‟s a potent image too. 

Indeed, it reminds me that we must not become too 
obsessed with seeing bishops as people who are 
principally carers. They do have that responsibility, but 
they have a responsibility to wave their stick in the air 
and make a lot of noise sometimes to defend the 
faithful and to extend as well as protect their flock. 

In three of our readings this morning, sheep feature in 
some way or another. Psalm 23 has brought comfort to 
people through hundred, thousands of years with its 
image of God being like a shepherd leading sheep to 
pasture. Though for all the peacefulness of that image 
the rod and staff are very much present. 

In the reading from Revelation, we are told that the 
lamb on the throne will become the shepherd and will 
guide the sheep to springs of water and that every tear 
will be wiped from the eyes. 

Do you know, I find it immensely comforting 
sometimes to know that the bible takes tears seriously. 
Though I think that happiness, joy and fulfillment are 
our ultimate destination, the truth of tears is not denied 
by Christianity, whatever some ridiculous hymns might 
suggest. 

The shepherd becomes a Lamb and the Lamb becomes 
a shepherd. One of the endless paradoxes of faith. The 

world turned upside down by God. The pastoral in 
endless dialogue with the prophetic. 

I spend quite a lot of time with bishops. What I fear 
most of all for our episcopate in Scotland is that it 
should become merely pastoral and the prophetic be 
smothered by endless appeals to cotton wool care. I 
fear a cautious Episcopate. I fear leaders who become 
so bound up in protecting a sense of collegiality that 
they can say nothing worth hearing. 

If we are true to the gospel we will find in our faith that 
compassion and justice are playmates. The danger for 
spiritual leaders these days is to see the pastoral and the 
prophetic as running in opposition to one another. 

Jesus himself seemed to take quite a lot of his imagery 
from sheep and shepherding. Certainly in this 
morning‟s gospel, he subverts the expectations that 
were around for a conquering messiah by talking about 
sheep. Those who hoped for something more military 
must have been hoping for something altogether more 
powerful than Jesus saying but you do not believe, 
because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear 
my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

Subverting the expectations of the violent and military 
minded is what God does. 

However! Subverting the expectations of those who 
want the holy to be all woolly and merely comforting is 
the other side of the same coin. 

Our God won‟t work within the boundaries of our 
expectations, which we discovered when we celebrated 
the resurrection on Easter day. 

For if Christ were not risen, we would not be gathered 
here. 

Seen in Church Magazines: 
 

Next weekend's Fasting & Prayer Conference in 
Whitby includes all meals. 
 
Sunday morning sermon: 'Jesus Walks on the 
Water' 
Sunday evening sermon: 'Searching for Jesus.’ 
 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping 
around the house. Bring your husbands. 
 

Thanks to Christine McIntosh for these. 
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Fund Raising 

From the Fundraising Group – 
forthcoming events 

Summer Ceilidh 

The first of many activities to be organised by this 
group will be a social evening in June.   We are 
organising an evening Ceilidh/Dance with a buffet.   

The provisional date is Friday 25th June from 7 
p.m. until 10 p.m. The venue will be the Uig Hall 
where there is good vehicular access with plenty of 
parking and is accessible by wheelchair.   

The focus of the evening will be a chance to meet 
the Swift Family in more relaxed and informal 
surroundings.  There will be dancing; all dances 
will be easy;  most will be well known ceilidh 
dances; a caller will help everyone along and for 
those of us who have grown a little bit rusty, will 
remind us how to do the dances.    A buffet supper 
will be served during the evening and there will be 
plenty of opportunities to meet and talk with 
friends, old and new.   

The aim of the evening will be to raise funds for 
Holy Trinity by donation; the reason is to spend 
time with friends old and new; and, above all the 
purpose is to have fun and enjoy ourselves.   

Look out your dancing shoes and be sure to enter 
Friday 25th June in your calendar.   

 

Benmore Raft Race 

Holy Trinity will have a presence at the Great 
Eachaig Raft Race – members of the congregation 
will be taking part in this annual event on Saturday 
19th June.    

For further details please watch out for the 
Fundraising article in the next issue of the 
Newsletter.   

 

 
The fundraising committee is made up of Pauline, 
Ann, Dinkie, Susan, Robin and Jennifer.  Please 
pass any ideas you have to them.   

 

The £50 Pledge Challenge 

Trinidad 

Mac held another talk and slide show on „My 
Trinidad‟.  This took place on Friday 16th April and 
raised £50 for the Appeal fund.  Congratulations to 
Mac. 

Flea Market 

We plan to hold another table sale at the Burgh 
Hall on the next suitable date.  If you have 
anything to sell, please tell Robin or Susan Watling 
or Maureen McKellar and when you see the event 
advertised please come along and support Holy 
Trinity. 

Holy Trinity Recipe Book 

Sharon has a few recipes now, but is still looking 
for more for the Holy Trinity Recipe Book.  If you 
have a favourite recipe, either a main course, desert 
or perhaps baking, please pass it to Sharon for 
inclusion. 

 

Easyfundraising 
Susan Watling reports that we are still doing well 
using the Easyfundraising web site.  If you 
haven‟t tried yet, please do have a go.  Use it for 
buying things and tell your friends.  It is very easy.  
You pay the same or less than you would in the 
high street from all your favourite shops AND 
Holy Trinity benefits.  Susan will help if you ask. 

The web site is www.easyfundraising.org 

 

  

http://www.easyfundraising.org/
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Vestry Report 

The Vestry held two short meetings on 9th and 18th 
April to discuss urgent issues.  

The financial situation was discussed and various 
thoughts put forward.  It was agreed that we would 
carefully monitor spending and plan how to 
increase the appeal fund.  It was also agreed to 
proceed with grant aid applications. 

The repairs were discussed and the rebuild of the 
Rectory manhole agreed. 

The Service of Introduction of Reverend Andrew 
Swift was discussed and it was agreed to use St. 
Mun‟s hall for refreshments with contributions 
from the congregation.  It was agreed to hire a 
Portaloo (toilet and washbasin) for the event.  It 
was agreed to erect a gazebo for clergy to robe in, 
due to the absence of the sacristy. 

Maureen McKellar 

Fabric 

A very successful work day took place in April and 
the Rectory was cleaned and the grounds tidied.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the last two weeks of April, a number of 
people have helped with the painting and the 
Rectory is at last looking almost ready for the 
family.  Many thanks are owed to Robin who has 
put in a huge number of hours and to all the other 
volunteers.  The Vestry is grateful for the donation 
of the paint and paper from a member of the 
congregation.  

Maureen McKellar 

 

Pastoral Care 
Dinkie McEwen is the contact for all pastoral care 
situations.  (telephone 01369 705257) This may be 
someone who needs Holy Communion brought to 
him/her or someone who is ill and/or housebound 
and needs a visit. 
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Notable dates – May/June 
Sun 2 May Easter 5 – Sung Eucharist 

celebrated by Rev Canon Hugh Lee 

Thurs 6 May No service at 5.15pm 

Sat 8 May Clear out Rectory 

Sun 9 May Easter 6 – Sung Eucharist 
celebrated by Rev Canon Hugh Lee 

Thurs 13 May Ascension Day Eucharist celebrated 
by Rev Peter Rice 

Sun 16 May Easter 7 – Sung Eucharist 
celebrated by Rev Peter Rice 

Thurs 20 May Evening Prayer 5.15pm 

Sun 23 May  Pentecost– Sung Eucharist 
celebrated by Rev Canon Hugh Lee 

Thurs 27 May Evening Prayer 5.15pm 

Sun 30 May Trinity -– Sung Eucharist celebrated 
by Rev Canon Hugh Lee 

Sat 5 June Service of Introduction of Andrew 
Swift 3pm 

Sun 6 June Trinity Sunday Sung Eucharist 
celebrated by Rev Andrew Swift 

Readings 
Easter 5 Acts 11, 1-18 

Revelation 21, 1-6 
John 13, 31-35 

Easter 6       Acts 16, 9-15 
       Revelation 21, 10, 22-22,5  
       John 14, 23-29 

Easter 7 Acts 16,16-34 
Revelation 22, 12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17, 20-26 

Pentecost Acts 2, 1-21, 36-43  
Romans 8, 14-17 
John 14, 8-17 

Trinity Sunday      Proverbs 8, 1-4, 22-31 
     Romans 5, 1-5 
      John 16, 12-15 

Church Contact Points 

Name Contact 

Rector Rev Andrew Swift 
(702444)  from 5/6/10 

Pastoral Care Dinkie McEwen (705257) 

People‟s Warden  Mac McLean (705497) 

Rector‟s Warden Pauline Revill (704731) 

Lay Representative Ann Narraway (830400) 

Alternate Lay Rep Di Tennent (840779) 

Vestry Secretary Maureen McKellar 
(703058) 

Vestry Treasurer Chrissie Holliday (704927) 

Organist John McIntosh (703304) 

Book Group  Di Tennent  (840779) 

House Groups  Rector 

Mission to Seafarers Pauline Revill (704731) 

Christian Aid Brian Dineley (870073) 

Bible Study Rector 

Coffee Rota Pauline Revill (704731) 

Flower Arranging Ann Narraway (830400) 

Worship Rotas Dinkie McEwen (705257) 

Newsletter Maureen McKellar 
(703058) 

Charity Web Site Susan Watling (701037) 

Please send any articles or views by email to 
mpmckellar@aol.com or by post to: Maureen 
McKellar, Eden Cottage, 45 Hill Street, Dunoon 
PA23 7AY 

mailto:mpmckellar@aol.com

